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Die Veneris, 31 Januarii, 17 55 5 


RPDERRED by the Lords Spiritual ' and Tem- 
poral, in Parliament aſſembled, That the 
Thanks of this Houſe be, and are hereby given 
to the Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter, for the Sermon 
by him preached before this Houſe Yeſterday, in 
the Abbey Church, Weſiminſier; and he is hereby 
deſired to cauſe the ſame to be forthwith printed 


and publiſhed, 


As HLEY Cow YER, 
Cler. Parliamentor. 


Preached before the 


Houſe of LORD S, 


EN AE 


Abbey Church, — : 


14 


>, 
11 
1 


On Thur/day, January 30, 1755. 


l Being the Day appointed to be obſerved as the Day of the By 
Martyrdom of King CHARLES I. 


. th $5 #1 K * 5 | 
2 ———— 
By WILLIAM, Lord Biſhop of Cbicbeſerr. 


LONDON, 
Printed by V. Bowyer ; * 
And Sold by Locxyzz Davis at Lord Bacon's Head in : 
| Fleeiſtreet; and M. CoopER in Pater-nofter-row. 15 
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1 Pu TER ĩi. latter Part of Ver 17. 
H God, K the King. 


HES E Words. 180 ſe Alen cond i 

them two Precepts of a comprehenſive 
Nature: the former relating to that Worſhip, 
which, as reaſonable Creatures, we ought to pay 
to our Creator; the latter, to that Service, which, 
as Members of civil Society, we owe the Rulers of 
the Community whereunto we belong. And 
ſuch is the natural and ſtrong Connection between 
theſe two Branches of our Duty, that the moſt 
conſtant and punctual Obſervers of the one, will 
always be beſt diſpoſed, and upon the fartie Mo- 
tives, to diſcharge the other. 

Whoever is guided by the Fear of God in the 
Conduct of his civil or religious Life, will by the 
Influence of this heavenly Principle reſolve to hold 
faſt his Integrity, and make Conſcience the only 
Rule and Meaſure of his Actions. The Appre- 
henſion he has of the divine Authority, and the 
habitual Application of his Mind to it, will raiſe 
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him 
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2 A SERMON preached before 


him to an invincible Firmneſs in complying with 
the Will of that all perfect Being: and the more 
clearly any thing is made known to him to be his 
Will, the more indiſpenſable he will think his Ob- 
ligation to perform it. Now as to the latter of 
theſe apoſtolical Injunctions, Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience to lawful Governours, we have all the Evi- 
dence imaginable of our Obligation to this Duty, 
in that it is both by Nature diſcovered, and | lupe er- 
naturally Nele to be the Will of God. 

'T here; is in Goyernment well ad miniſtered; a ve- 
ry viſible and univerſally acknowledged Utility to- 
wards producing and Preſervin ing Happineſs" in all 
Communities of Men. True Liberty can only be 
derived from this ſingle Source. And if, beides 
the ſecure Poſſeſſion of our Properties, and Free- 
dom in the Exerciſe of religious Worſhip, be 
thoug ht Matters of Imp rtance to us, it is by Vir- 
tue 1 9 4 of a good. onſtitution of Government 
that we can expect the laſting Enjoyment of thoſe 
Bleſſings. Government then i is. the great Foun- 
dation, and ſerves. plainly, Wy it was. purpoſely d de- 
hgned, for the Support and Improvement c of ſocial 


| Hap pineſs. There is indeed no living i in Society 


8 it: For how lain) ſoexer Men are fitted 
by Nature, . and by t ſeir. great: Creator intended 
5 Seiety, they are . to \Paltions, Which, if 

| ; let 
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let looſe from the Reſtraint of - Laws, inevitably 
break the Bonds, and are deſtructive of it. Ne- 
ceſſity therefore obliged them to - affociate them- 
ſelves' together, as a Means of mutual Security: 
and from Experience of the Depravity of human 
Nature, 'they ſoon found it alſo neceſſary to en- 
truſt ſome one or more Particulars with the Go- 
verfiment of all; that whatever Conteſts ſhould 
ariſe among ſt chem might be decided by Laws eſ- 
tabliſhed 2 that Purpoſe, and the noticed Tran- 
quillity maintained by an deen e 12 
ſuch a legal Authority. 1 02 1 

Their's then appears to be the trueft Account of 
the Origin of Government, who repreſent Man- 
kind as voluntarily combiried together i in Society 
for their mutual Safety; the better to puniſn Vio- 
lence, and to repel it. For it has ever been the 
Practice of Mankind, rather to remedy Evils they 
had really felt, chan to! provide againſt poſſible 
Inconveniences at a diſtance, which they had ne- 
ver experienced. Till F aud and Perjury, Theft 
and Murder were firſt actually committed, no par- 
ticular Laws were made againſt them in any Go- 
vernment: and fo probably Government itſelf was 
firſt entered into, not ſo much from a bare Fore- 
fight of the Inconveniences that might poſſibly at- 
tend the Want of Government, as from their Ex- 
A 2 perience 
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perience of real Evil in a State of Independance. 


When they found themſelves frequently injured in 


their n and liable to be aſſaulted in their 
Perſons, and yet unable in their preſent ununited 
Situation either to defend themſelves ſucceſsfully 

Fraud and Violence, or to puniſh to their 
Content the Authors of ſuch Diſorders; Anger 
and Reſentment ſet Reaſon and Imagination at 


work, to find out a Remedy for this inſufferable 


Evil: Reaſon accordingly ſuggeſted a ſocial Life 
and civil Government, as the moſt effectual means 
that could be taken to attain that End; that zhey 


might t every Man in Quietneſs under his own 


Vine, and enjoy ſafely the Fruits of his own La- 
bour. This — then of ſeeing their 
Wrongs redreſſed, together with the 3 of fu- 
ture on was probably their firſt Inducement 
to ſubmit themſelves to the Voke of Obedience; 
to truſt their Lives and Fortunes in the Hands of 
others, rather than have the ſole keeping of them 
themſelyes amidſt the innumerable Dangers of ſuch 
a ſingle and defenceleſs State. There is no, Occa- 
ſion to inquire particularly here in what Manner 
the 5 States and Kingdoms of the World were 
originally founded; it i enough to obſerve, that 
Men by ee Inteteſt were ſoon brought to a 
mat Agreement, in order to conſtitute one * 

y 
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dy that ſhould be governed by one Law; that they 
united themſelves together under a common Au- 
thority, and that to this Union they owe their 
Peace and Security. Such then being the Neceſſi- 
ty of Government to preſerve the Peace and Tran 
quillity of the World, Nature and Reaſon point 
to us the Obligation we are under to pay a dutiful 
Obedience to it. | 

Nor is this the Dictate of Reaſon only, Reve- 
lation likewiſe, to confirm its Authority and 
ſtrengthen its natural Claim to Submiſſion and 
Obedience, declares it to be the Ordinance of God: 


ecexpreſsly declaring that the Powers which be, are or- 


dained of God; and that therefore we 1wft needs be 


ſubject not only for Wrath, but alfa for Conſcience 


Sake; that in whomſoever the fupreme Power is 
legally veſted, we are to treat them with Reſpect 
and Reverence, and live in a peaceable Subjection 
to them, as the Minifters of God; to ſubmit to eve- 
ry Ordinance of Man, and to be ready, out of Re- 


gard to the Supreme Governour of the World, to 
pay a ſuitable Obedience to Thoſe who are ap- 


pointed Rulers in his Stead. 
This is the general Doctrine delivered both by 


Chriftand his Apoſtles concerning the Duty of Sub- 
Jects to the eivil Magiſtrate, They were ſufficiently 


ſenſible that ſuch a Behaviour muſt have a certain 


and 
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and rein Influence upon the Good and Happineſs 
of the Public, and that the Ends of Government, 
even under its beſt Eſtabliſhment, could mot effec- 
tually be obtained without it. And upon that 
Account, if we conſult the Scripture, - we ſhall 
find it to have been their conſtant Exhortation to 
all Chriſtians, and a Duty which they preſſod With 
great Farneftneſs, as a matter of much-Importance 
to them, 200 b ſubject to Principalities and Powers, 
and 70 bbey Magiſtrates: But without any particu- 
lar Determination as to the Extent of ſuch Obedi- 
ence, or interineddling with thoſe Laws, by which 
alone that can properly be determined in the ſeve- 
ral States and Kingdoms of the Earth. So that 
whenever Obedience to the governing Powers of 
the preſent World is re preſented in Scripture as 
the Will of God, we are plainly to underſtand it 
in a genſe dnnſiſtent withi! — is equally his 
Will, vis.) the Happineſs of Thoſe who are 
to be governed by them. This is the great, 
and ought to be the only End of 2 
ment, of what Form looting and conſiſting, 


as undoubtedly it does, in the Poſſeſſion of true 


Liberty ſecured by Law, we can in no wiſe think 
it, as ſome have ſeemed deſirous it ſhould be 
thought, a Deviation from the Rule of Duty con- 
tained in Scripture, to make Oppoſition againſt 
any Attempts that may affect our Laws and Liber- 

ties, 
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ties, or be a Means to diſpoſſeſs us, or moleſt us in 
the Enjoyment, of thoſe invaluable Hleſſin gs. 
Thus did'St. Paul himſelf; and thus it was evi- 
dently his Opinion, that all other Subjects were al- 
lowed to do upon like Occaſions: For when 
the high Prieſt Ananias commanded them that flood 
by to ſoiite him on the Mouth, his Anſwer was, with 
great Severity, God alſo ſhall ſite Thee, thou whited 
Wall; : for fitteſt thou to judge me after the Law, 
and commandeſt me to be ſmitten contrary to the 
Law? Declaring plainly by ſuch an open Appeal 
to the known Laws, that a Manner of Treatment 
ſo contrary to the Direction of thoſe Laws was a 
manifeſt Attack upon the Subject's Rights, and 
therefore Matter of moſt juſt Complaint. This is 
the natural and clear Conſtruction of the Apoſtle's 
Words, and theſe, we may reaſonably conclude, 
the Sentiments he intended to convey by them; 
that the great End of Laws is to guard equally the 
Lives and Liberties, and to ſecure the Privileges, 
as well as Properties, of the People; and that 
whatever the Privileges were, to which the Laws 
of the State entitled him, there was Nothing in 
Religion that obliged him to give up thoſe Privi- 
leges, or tamely ſubmit to the Violation of them. 
And if St. Paul himſelf, who certainly underſtood 
and cuneate what Reſpect was due to the 

higher 
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higher Tonen, had notwi ſuch a Spirit 
of 1 4 in him; if He thought it not unworthy 
of his Concern, nor — — with his Duty, 
to aſſert the Rights of Subjects againſt every un- 
juſt Invaſion of them ; what can we find blamea- 
ble in their Conduct, n in à civil or reli- 
gious Light, who, in like Circumſtances, and in 
Imitation of ſo great an Example, haye exerted the 
ſame Spirit in Support of the ſame Cauſe; Who, 
when Nothing elſe could have ſecured them againſt 
an abſolute Government with all the terrible Train 
of Evils peculiar to it, endeayoured openly and 
zcalouſly to ſtop. the Invaſions of arbitrary Power, 
and, as far as in them lay, to prevent the leaſt 
Infringement of that Liberty, with which the 
Conſtitution of their Country had made them free? 
They were then under a viſible Neceſlity of oppo- 
ſing, as it is well known they did, the violent 
Meaſures of that memorable Aas: 2 neither their 
Liberty nor Religion could poſſibly have beenmain- 
tained by any other means, againſt the equally in- 
jurious and inſupportable Encroachments of an 
implacable Enemy to both. 

But I ſay not this in Excuſe for the Enemies of that 
unhappy Prince, whoſe Misfortunes are the Occa- 
Hon of the preſent Solemnity, or to extenuate the 
Guilt of that Sin, which is the Subject of our — 

1 ent 
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ſent Humiliation and Repentance. For whatſo- 
ever upon a diſpaſſionate and impartial Enquiry 
we may find unjuſtifiable in the King's Conduct, 
there ſeems, from the Accounts tranſmitted to us 
of the Tranſactions of thoſe Times, to have been 
at leaſt as much fo in thoſe, who took Part againſt 
him. It is generally thought, and indeed there is 
Reaſon enough to think, that the unhappy Suf- 
ferer of this Day did, in the Beginning of his 
Reign, give but too much Occaſion for the Re- 
ſentment of his Subjects; that He made Attempts 
upon their Liberty and Properties, and that there- 
fore they were right in being angry with him: but 
when they carried their Anger ſo far as to affect 
his Life, and would not be appeaſed but with his 
Blood; in this they evidently tranſgreſſed the Apoſ- 
tle's Rule: they were angry, and finmed in their 
Anger; they /et the Sum ga down upon their Wrath, 
and believed every falſe Accuſer. 

Anger, though, under due Regulation and di- 
rected to proper Objects, a uſeful Paſſion, and a 
Motive to right Conduct, yet, like the reſt of 
the human Paſſions, when either wrong in it's 
Direction, or ſuffered to riſe to an undue Degree, 
is the Parent generally of much Evil, and leads to 
Violence and Guilt. And thus it proved with the 
Perſons before referred to: their Reſentment, how- 


B ever 


Oppoſition to the King, did not do it upon the 
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ever juſt in it's firſt Foundation, when heated with 
that Zeal which never fails of attending upon pub- 
lic Quarrels, and eager alſo in purſuit of ſelfiſh 
and unlawful Ends, they carried to an unreaſona- 
ble Height, and were then puſhed on by it to the 
moſt dangerous Exceſſes; became Enemies, for 
their own Intereſt, to the Perſon as well as Power 
of the King, and finding it neceſſary to the Succeſs 
of their ambitious Projects even dared to take 
away his Life. | 
| Theſe are the Inſtances wherein they did amis, 
and dealt wickedly : not in oppoſing ſuch illegal 
Attempts as had been made upon the Rights which 
they had long poſſeſſed, and which they were 
doubtleſs to be juſtified in uſing their utmoſt Et- 
forts to maintain; but in continuing that Oppoſi- 
tion, when all the juſt Occaſions of it were remov- 
ed; in carrying it on, with a Degree of Malice 
hardly to be conceived, not to repair the Breaches 


already made in the Conſtitution of their Country, 


nor to ſecure it properly againſt ſuch Breaches for 
the future; but to effectuate the ill Deſigns they 


had formed, under the ſpecious Pretexts of Religi- 


on and Liberty, againſt the Conſtitution itſelf both 


in Church and State. i 
It is probable indeed, that All, who engaged in 


ſame 
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ſame Motives, and therefore were not blameable 
in the ſame Degree; but when Things were car- 
Tied-to Extremes, Every one concerned muſt have 
his Share of Blame, and, by- going into Meaſures ir- 
reconcileable, as thoſe chen taken manifeſtly were, 
to the Intereſt of his Country, muſt be liable to 
Cenſure, in ſome meaſure, as having acted againſt 
It. 

But whoever may be thought moſt faulty, ei- 
ther in beginning or carrying on the Quarrel the 
Nation was engaged in, the Miſery it occaſioned 
was univerſal, and the whole Kingdom brought to 
the very Brink of Ruin by their paſſionate and 
raſh Proceedings. So that, inſtead of enquiring 
minutely into the Conduct of the contending Par- 
ties, or aſcertaining the Share of Blame that is im- 
putable to each, we ſhall do more Service to our- 
ſelves, and make a properer Ule of the preſent an- 
nual Solemnity, by endeavouring to learn from a 
Review of paſt Misfortunes how to avoid the like 
Evils for the Time to come; what Diſpoſitions 
and Behaviour are in their natural Tendency incon- 
ſiſtent with, and what moſt proper for the Pro- 
motion of Peace and Order, and whatever elſe is 
of real Value in human Society. And in order 
to this I would make one general Obſervation for 
our own Conduct, which we may draw with e- 


B 2 | "on 
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qual Certainty from Scripture and Experience, and 
eſpecially 4 that diſmal Part of our own Hiſto- 
Ty, which this Day calls to our Remembrance. 
And the Obſervation. I defign is this; that the 
Want of true Religion, — of a due Regard to 
the moral Virtues, Juſtice and Judgment particu- 
larly, in any People, is a ſure Means to deprive 
them of all worldly Happineſs, and inſtead thereof 
to bring upon them Contention, Deſolation, and 
Deſtruction. 

The very Nature of Tuſtice conſiſting in doing 
right to Others, all the Reſt of the — 5 — 
ſo far as they regulate Men's Behaviour — — 
another, are included in it. For inſtance, Faith 
in Contracts, upon which all commerce entirely 
depends, is moſt clearly a Part of chis perfect and 
diſintereſted Virtue: Nay, take thoſe amiable 

Graces of Humility, Meekneſs, and Veracity, 
fetch them out of the Heart of the Owner into 


open Action, and they are only fo many different 


Modifications of Tullice upon particular Occa- 


ſions: Even Charity is no other than a kind of 


generous Juſtice, which, though God has been 
pleaſed to call it a Jending to Himſelf, is what we 


ought rather to oonfider as a Debt, which we owe 
in Equity to ſuch as need our Aſſiſtance, and for 


the Payment of which we are accountable to God. 
I 80 
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So that Juſtice is a Virtue of a vaſt Extent, and 
takes in the whole Body of moral Duties to it's 
Service for the Good and Benefit of Mankind; for 
the Preſervation of their Lives and Fortunes, and 
for the keeping up an inoffenſive and agreeable 
Intercourſe amongſt them. With regard to Ma- 
giſtrates and others veſted with Authority over us, 
it requires 8ubmiſſion, Reſpect, and Reverence ; 
to Equals Aﬀability, Love, and Faithfulneſs ; 
Condeſcenſion and Favour to Inferiors ; and Gen- 
tleneſs, Meekneſs, and Good-will to All. And 
as for Judgment, it is the conſtant Attendant to 
guard the Way of Juſtice, and to enforce the due 
Obſervation of it's Rules and Precepts. Hence it 
is evident, that the moral Virtues, Juſtice and 
Judgment in particular, have a moſt beneficial In- 
fluence upon us in our ſocial Capacities, and tend 
naturally, to promote the temporal and preſent 
Happineſs of Mankind; that Societies cannot flou- 
riſh, nor Converſation be ſafe without them. Sup- 
poſe Judgment then baniſhed out of any Commu- 
nity, and what numberleſs Diforders will forth- 
with enſue, where every Man will be Judge in 
his own Cauſe, and ſo no Redreſs of Grievances 
be had. And to the Abſence of Judgment add 
that of Juſtice, and conſider then what the World 
would be, was there neither Judgment nor Juſſice 
in 
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in it. In this Caſe it is manifeſt it would ſoon be 
overſpread with Violence, and filled with the Ha- 
bitations of the cruel; it would ſoon become a 
Wilderneſs, not of Brutes indeed, but of Men in 
Manners more reſembling Brutes, preying upon 
and devouring, conſuming and being conſumed 
one of another. This the Apoſtle tells us muſt 
ever be it's State, where the Paſſions of Mankind 
are without reſtraint: for whence, ſays he, come 
Wars and Fightings among you? come they not of 
your Luſts? And if fo, to give up the Rein en- 


tirely to their extravagant Appetites and Luſts, 


what is it but to furniſh them with Occaſions of 
endleſs Quarrels, and to perpetuate Strife and Con- 
tention amongſt them? And, as then we may 
juſtly argue, where Strife and Contention is, there 
muſt be of courſe Confuſion and every evil Work. 
Thus does a total Abſence of moral Virtue let in 
univerſal Miſery upon any State. And every par- 
tial Neglect of it muſt act in Proportion likewiſe 
to the Prejudice of the public Welfare, and of pri- 
vate Perſons : For look into ſuch Diſturbances as 
may at any Time have happened, whether in pri- 
vate Families or in public States, and it will eafily 


be obſerved, that, with whatever ſpecious Pre- 


texts. the Actors may endeavour to diſguiſe their 
Cauſe, they have ever been owing prirftipaly at 
leaſt, 
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leaſt, if not entirely, to the Want of a due Obſer- 
vance of ſome one or other of the Duties of the 
moral Law. 

And as Immorality has a manifeſt ill Influence 
upon the Welfare of public States, ſo a Want of 
Religion likewiſe, taken apart from the moral 
Duties, and as it conſiſts in the Worſhip of God, 
and the Belief of a divine Revelation, contributes 
very much to Mens preſent and great Unhappineſs 
in civil Societies. For 

Finſi, there is no Room to queſtion but that 
the Worſhip of Almighty God is as neceſſary a 
Duty, as any in the moral Syſtem. To acknow- 
ledge his Being and Providence, his Goodneſs to and 
Dominion over us, is evidently nothing more than 
a Regard which is juſtly due to him, and which 
therefore it muſt be incumbent upon Us to pay 
him, as a Duty of indiſpenſable Obligation. So 
that though the Obſervance of the moral Duties 
does naturally promote the public Welfare of civil 
Societies; yet ſhould any People throw off entire- 
ly all Senſe of God, and of Duty to him, it is no 
unreaſonable Suppoſition that the Almighty would 
interpoſe upon this Occaſion, and hinder by his 
ſovereign Power ſuch an ungratetul Race of Men 
from proſpering, and their Regard to moral Vir- 
tue from having it's natural Effects. But 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, were any People to be once void of 
all Senſe of God, and Religion to loſe it's Influ- 
ence upon them ; it is not to be thought that their 
Reſpect for Virtue would remain, and that they 
would continue in their Duty to one another. In 
this Caſe, Fidelity and Juſtice would ſoon ceaſe, 
and all Diſtinction be confounded between Right 
and Wrong. The Diſbelief of an Almighty Judge 
to puniſh their Neglect of Duty would certainly ere 
long be followed with an Indifterency towards the 
doing it; and having no Fear of God, they would 
ſoon come to have no Regard for Man. | 

And this neceſfary Connexion between Impie- 
ty and Immorality, and the certain ill Effects of 
both upon all Societies of Men, appears plainly, 
from the moſt celebrated of the heathen Writers 
upon thoſe Subjects, to have been a Matter well 
known amongſt them. They obſerved the Ne- 
ceſſity every State lay under to prevent Contentions, 
and to keep all it's Members quiet in their reſpec- 
tive Stations: and acccordingly, to attain theſe 
Ends, have given the beſt Directions they could 
think of, for the conducting of Mens Paſſions, 
and the acquiring of virtuous Habits: And further, 
to ſecure the Obſervance of thoſe Directions, have 
recommended it as a principal Duty of the higher 
Powers to ſupport Religion, and to inſtill into 

| the 
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the Minds of the People a lively Senſe of a provi- 
dential Government, and of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments to be diſpenſed i in a future State. 

Such was the Proviſion made for Man's ſocial 
Happineſs in the heathen World; and human 
Wit could go no higher: But our Bleſſed Saviour 
has gone higher much, and far ſurpaſſed all the 
Philoſophers in the Caſe before us. He has 
brought from Heaven, and delivered to Mankind, 
a more perfect Syſtem of Religion, and a far no- 
bler Morality; and has given us better Directions 
for the Regulation of our Paſſions, and for the 
Attainment of moral Virtue: He has ſupplied us 
likewiſe with greater Helps, and with ſtronger 
Motives, to all Godlineſs and Honefly, by the Af- 
ſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt; by giving us juſter 
Apprehenſions of God's Nature and Providence, 
and by ſetting Lite and Immortality in a clearer 
Light; by leaving us an Example of perfect Obe- 
dience in his own Life, and by dying himſelf to 
redeem us from all Iniquity. 

The Government of this Nation then, by adopt- 
ing into it's Conſtitution the pure Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, has taken apparently the moſt proper Way 
to ſubdue all diſorderly and exorbitant Paſſion in 
the People, and to breed and propagate amongſt 
them every moral Virtue ; and conſequently to ad- 
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pineſs, which is the End of all ci- 
vil Government. Let us therefore pay our hearty 
Acknowledgments to Almighty God, as for his 
innumerable Mercies in every other Kind, ſo eſ- 
pecially for that Freedom, which we have long 
enjoyed, in the Exerciſe of our holy Reformed Re- 
ligion, and which it is ſtill our Happineſs to ſee ſo 
firmly ſecured to us, under the Protection of the 
preſent great Defender of it. And, as the only 


Grounds upon which we may hope with Canfi- 


dence for a Continuance of theſe Bleſſings, let us 
be diligent in obſerving all the Precepts, both of 


Worſhip and Morality, delivered in the one; and 


pay chearfully that Submiſſion and Obedience, 

which we owe in Gratitude, as well as Duty, to 
the Lenity, and Prudence, and good Government of 
the other. 

One thing that lead more directly perhips; 
than any other, to all the diſmal Events af this 
Day of Evil, was that unjuſtifiable Freedom, 
which Men of all Ranks and x; all Profeſſions were 
pleaſed to take, in calumniating the Miniſters, and 
in cenſuring the Meaſures of = Public: Pręſump- 
tuous were they and /e/fwilled, they were not grad 
to ſpeak evil of Dignities, And hence, ſays the 
noble Hiſtorian, were ſown the Seeds, which aſter- 
wards — up into a plentiful Harveſt of Treaſon 
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and Rebellion. Since therefore we cannot but be 
ſenſible how neceſſarily the ſame Effects will ever 
be produced by the ſame Cauſe, let the Evils 
which happened to our Fathers be Enſamples unto 
Us, to avoid in our own Conduct all that we 
juſtly blame intheir's. Let them eſpecially teach 
us, if we wiſh ſincerely the Proſperity of our Coun- 
try, and would ſee good Days, to abſtain from giv- 
ing any Occaſion of Offence by ſpeaking Words 
which we ought not, or, in the Language of the 
royal Pſalmiſt, to rale heed to our Ways that we 
even in not with our Tongue; to put all Bitterneſs, 
and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour,and Evil ſpeak- 
ing away from us, with all Malice; and to ſtudy, 
in our reſpective Stations, the Things that make 
for Peace amongſt ourſelves; to fear God, and Ho- 


nour the King, and not to meddle with Them that are 
given to change. 
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